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Welcome to the May Newsletter.  
 
Hope you are all enjoying the lovely weather, although we really do need some 
rain now. 
 
On Sunday 17th April we held our first outdoor show which went very well, 
many thanks to those of you who worked hard to get the jumps to Earls Barton 
(thanks George) and to help get them ready for the course building on the 
Friday. 
 
Beau Woods gave us a very interesting and informative talk and demonstration 
of course building, and those who had helped on the Wednesday benefitted from 
her vast knowledge and expertise.. It was a pity that more of you couldn’ t come 
to this. I hope those of you who attended the course building session and 
competed at the show found it beneficial. 
 
The show itself went very well, thanks to your hardworking committee and their 
friends. Sadly there were very few members who came to help at this. Without 
the committee there would have been no show. I f you would like your  club to 
continue to be successful members must please help at least one event per  
year . 
 
I look forward to more response at our next event. Please contact Lynda 
Carnihan or Julie Thompson to offer your help. The Show dates are in this 
newsletter so you can choose the one you can help at. Please remember that we 
also always need help setting up the day before and help at the end of the shows 
to clear up. 
 
May is an important month for Area qualifiers. We have the Area Dressage on 
the 8th and the Area Horse Trials on the 15th. Good luck to all RFRC members 
participating and I hope you have a very enjoyable and successful day. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all at an RFRC event, come and say hello to me. 
 
You can also contact me on 01933 666163 or 07792644693. I’m not very good 
with emails but you can contact me by email through Rosemary on 
rosebatten@aol.com. 
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Hi from Rachel (Sophie’s mum) 
 

Sophie is 13 and rides a horse called Bitz.  I am hoping you will see a lot of 
them this year. 
 

We have had Bitz for Nine months.  As a reluctant, non riding, non horsey 
mum, and this being our very first horse, the last nine months have been a very 
steep learning curve.  I have leant a lot from Sophie and talked to many people 
who have always been helpful.  EBay provided my horse management bedtime 
reading matter!  I am still lacking confidence in horse handling, but am very 
good at mucking out and poo picking!!  
 

Bitz arrived with us as a very good jumping pony with much potential, but 
needed some re-education involving lots of schooling time. Sophie has taken 
this very seriously and spent many hours using trotting poles and having lessons 
with a few RFRC dressage competitions on the way.  Never really successful 
but we are still trying and hopeful. 
 

There have been many trials in the last 9 months.  Bitz had a nasty experience 
with a vet and went wild for a few weeks but Sophie stuck with it and, with help 
and constructive support from friends (RFRC members), Bitz and Sophie got 
back on track. She couldn’ t ride for weeks because of the weather, another set-
back for the training schedule.  But the call came, “can Sophie enter as a team 
member for a competition at Manor Farm”.  Great Joy.  She spent ages getting 
the pony ready and then getting him there, only to fall off in the clear round and 
be unable to carry on. Everybody was very kind and helped us with the horse 
whilst Sophie went to the hospital.  
 

I have learnt that when you have a horse there is always “something” .  Sophie 
has learnt determination and patience. 
 

Last weekend she entered the novice show jumping ring in Earls Barton for the 
first time on Bitz, and came first in the 2ft and second in the 2’3” .  A very proud 
moment! 
 

I would like to thank RFRC for the opportunities they give their members. 
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Equestrian Leather Goods Hand Made and Repaired 

 
·  All types of bridles and accessories repaired and restored 
·  Handmade bridles and accessories 
·  Abbey English riding bits 
·  Cartridge bags hand made 
·  Dog leads and collars hand made 
·  Bridle measuring service 
·  Other items repaired-hunting crops, bags, rugs, chaps etc 
·  Leather samples and portfolio of work available on request. 
·   

     Jim Barrett BSc          jim@equestrianandcanine.co.uk 
Kettering   H. 01536 510708 
Northants   M. 07966 448296 
 
 
 
 

www. equest r i anandcani ne. co. uk 
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STRAW 4ft bales £1.50     Large Rectangular  £4.50 

HAYLAGE - 30kg Sm Bales £6.00     Lg Rectangular  £22.00 

PEGASUS FEEDS – Cubes 20kg £5.50  Mix 20kg £6.50  Chaff 12.5kg £4.50 

SHAVINGS - £6.90 inc VAT 
 
 

POST & RAIL, STOCK FENCING, GROUND WORKS, DRAINAGE, FIELD 
WATER TANK & PIPE INSTALLATION, HEDGE TRIMMING AND 

PADDOCK MAINTENANCE & RESEEDING 
 

FREE DELIVERY FOR ORDERS OVER £30.00 
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